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Herman Bossert was born in Amsterdam. He was formerly a French teacher by profession. He’s a self-
taught artist which creates paintings of mysterious town and city scenes that evokes associations with 
expressionism and surrealism.

A major upheaval in 2001 led him to focus solely on drawing. He subsequently worked associatively, with a 
semi-automatic hatching and scratching technique. People played the leading roles in his paintings until 2005. 
Invasive constructions then gradually appeared on the horizon, merging together to form gigantic 
metropolises. The towers of his grandiose buildings do not even fit onto the paper. He then introduced 
motorized vehicles. Processions of cars stream through the streets, planes swirl through the air. People 
become more and more insignificant. By mounting his drawings together he intensifies the impression of an 
urban jungle.

His other theme is flowers, drawn in black ink and coloured in watercolours. But the image was not created 
in this order: Bossert starts by filling the paper with colourful splashes of paint, then he uses the blocks of 
colour as the blossoms of poppies, anemones and other such fragile little flowers. He assembles several 
drawings or strips to form a larger “carpet”, whereby the seams usually remain visible. Black ink is used to 
outline webs and weaves. The drawings are testimony of his self-awareness of a sense of pride in the work 
that demands so much effort and causes so much stress. But he just cannot stop. Every day he gets down to 
work once again, hatching and scratching. Bossier feels akin to the great artist Willem van Genk. He similarly 
also works with postcards and calendar images, which he cuts up and incorporates into his creations in 
order to combine these various components in a new piece.
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