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It is not often that we as gallerists, have the opportunity to exhibit work that we consider a wonder of the 
world and that has not been pillaged or stolen from its original site. Such is the case with a group of 
figurative cement, and cloth sculptures made by the late master artist, Nek Chand. 

Nek Chand, a man of undeniable genius but with no artistic training, came from the humble origins of a 
small Punjabi village. He fled his home during the partition of Indian and Pakistan in 1947 and settled in 
India’s most modern city, Chandigargh, the government buildings of which were designed by the renowned 
architect Le Corbusier. As a government roads inspector, Chand witnessed the building of Chandigargh as it 
gradually replaced the many rural villages that were razed in the process.

From 1958 to 1965 Nek Chand collected the discarded materials that were the result of this urbanization 
process before beginning his “unauthorized” - secret - rock garden project. When his garden was discovered, 
the government threatened to remove it. Chand, however, managed to overcome the ire of the officials, 
who eventually provided the artist with 200 workers for his project. Officially inaugurated in 1976, the 
garden is now a forty-acre sculptured landscape filled with thousands of human and animal figures made 
from broken glass, smashed crockery, bicycle frames, Coke bottle tops, colorful plastic bangles, slate and tile, 
broken earthenware pots, and countless other materials. Surrounded by a densely forested gorge at the 
edge of Chandigargh, the park also comprises a network of waterfalls, make-believe castles, open air 
chambers, and connecting paths. Nek Chand’s garden is a resting place for the spirits of God’s creatures. 
When we look at Nek Chand’s work we are not only seeing what is right in front of us but also seeing the 
incredible decades-long struggle he went through to preserve his visionary monument, politically, socially, and 
personally.

A mantra is a blessed selected group of words which, when repeated over and over, becomes a prayer, a 
blessing and/or a form of trance meditation. Anyone who has visited Nek Chand’s Rock Garden, or has seen 
film or photographs of the site, has been profoundly moved by the magnificence of the garden’s visual 
rhythms and metaphors. His massive physical poem of recycling, along with of the Watts Towers in Los 
Angeles, CA built by Simon Rodia (1876 – 1965), Ferdinand Cheval’s (1836 – 1924) Palais Idéal, in 
Hauterives, France, and Joe Minter’s (b. 1942) African Village, Birmingham, AL, is one of the most well-known 
sites in the world. 

Chand generously gifted a number of cloth, and ceramic, and cement sculptures to the Children’s Hospital in 
Washington D.C. The Children’s Hospital sold those pieces to benefit other programs that needed funding.
-Randall Morris


