
TARCISIO MERATI

Tarcisio Merati was born on May 27th 1934, in Bonate Sopra, near Bergamo to a very poor family. 
After he completed elementary school, he attended a professional training school where he 
excelled in technical drawing. In 1959 he was hospitalized for the first time at the Bergamo 
psychiatric hospital with the diagnosis of “dissociative identity disorder, schizophrenia”  He was 
shuttled back and forth between his home and the asylum until 1984. 

Merati did not grasp his family’s state of poverty , cultural isolation., or lack of eduction,.  In the 
asylum he chose new identities for himself, including that of a novelist, musician, an important 
politician, or a primary school teacher.  The psychiatric hospital was an escape for him, and offered 
him security, comfort, and a place to paint.  He spent his days in the painting studio producing a 
great amount of work, sometimes repeating his favorite images.  

In 1984 his sister decided to take him back home, a situation that was disruptive and disconcerting 
to him.  He wanted  to “go back to the castelletto/small castle”.  With the introduction of new 
Italian laws regulating the support of mental patients,  it became financially impossible for Merati to 
return to the institution that had been his home for so many years. . 

In 1990 Merati’s family and a supportive friend found a home for him in retirement center near the 
psychiatric hospital. In this way he was able go back and attend the design studio. His painting 
activity slowed with illness,, however he maintained a refined demeanor and was kind towards 
everyone.  Tarcisio died on October 22nd, 1995.

In the world of Italian Art Brut Tarcisio Merati is a master second only to Carlo Zinelli.  He was 
championed in 1993 by the most important art historian and critic writing in Italy today, Vittorio 
Sgarbi.
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